MINUTES
The joint meeting of the Douglas County Board of Commissioners and the
Gardnerville Town Advisory Board was held on October 20, 2009 at the Town of
Gardnerville Administrative Offices, 1407 Highway 395, Gardnerville, Nevada
beginning at 7:02 p.m.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Nancy McDermid, Chairman; Greg Lynn, Vice
Chairman; David J. Brady and Doug Johnson.

COMMISSIONER ABSENT: Michael Olson

COUNTY STAFF PRESENT: Ted Thran, Clerk-Treasurer; T. Michael Brown, County
Manager; Michael McCormick, Assistant District Attorney; Mimi Moss, Community
Development Director and Lorraine Diedrichsen, Clerk to the Board.
GARDNERVILLE TOWN ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Paul Lindsay,
Chairman; Thomas Cook, Vice Chairman; Michael Philips, Jerry Smith and Robin
Bernhard.

GARDNERVILLE TOWN ADVISORY BOARD STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim
Park, Town Manager, Steve Handelin, Town Counsel and Carol Louthan,
Administrative Assistant.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Robin Bernhard led the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION by Johnson/Brady to approve the agenda; carried with Olson absent.
MOTION by Cook/Philips to approve the agenda; carried unanimously.

PUBLIC INTEREST COMMENTS

None.

COUNTY MANAGER

The Board of Commissioners will hold a joint meeting with the Gardnerville Town
Board on October 20, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Town of
Gardnerville Administrative Offices, located at 1407 Highway 395, Gardnerville,
Nevada with a light dinner prior to the meeting at 6:00 p.m. The joint meeting will
include discussion on the following items:



DOUGLAS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JOINT MEETING WITH THE GARDNERVILLE TOWN ADVISORY BOARD

1. Discussion regarding the organizational and functional relationship between
the County and the Town.

Mike Philips, Town Board Member, asked counsel to discuss how NRS 269 applies
to the town board.

Steve Handelin, Town Counsel, discussed the history on how the towns were formed
and the limited powers under that structure. The town board feels the limit of the
powers is troubling at times but understands the county’s position.

Michael McCormick, Assistant District Attorney, asked what specifically the town
board is looking for, more or less powers.

Tom Cook, Vice Chairman of the Town Board, explained home rule was a widely
discussed topic at the Nevada League of Cities. Home rule would allow the cities to
write ordinances that may not reflect county ordinances. The town would like to
write ordinances that pertain to the Town of Gardnerville, as they do not always
operate the same as a GID or the other towns.

Chaifman McDermid added the county has similar feelings with regard to the
legislature and how it deals with the county. However, there are different types of
home rule. Consolidation is also being discussed at the legislature.

Mr. McCormick stated ordinances specific to a town could be written. The District
Attorney’s office would assist in drafting the ordinance to insure it conforms to
other county ordinances and would be subject to Board of Commissioner approval.

Mr. Cook said situations arise, especially during development, which the town
would like to be more specific regarding the guidelines. Sometimes things
established earlier may not fit today but the board feels they have no choice but to
approve it.

Commissioner Johnson noted the town board is advisory to the Board of
Commissioners. He understands the frustration the town feels when the
Commissioners do not uphold a recommendation made by them but sometimes the
recommendation does not fit with the vision the Commissioners have for the future
of the county. Home rule may or may not fix this.

Jerry Smith, Town Board Member, agreed with Commissioner Johnson but thought
this meeting would help to understand one another and get a feel for what is best
for the county and the people in it.

Paul Lindsay, Chairman of the Town Board, feels the relationship could be better as
there is a lack of communication. Sometimes decisions are made that may






